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Classification of visually impaired people
Sighted People

Blind

Low Vision
In a narrow sense, when corrected visual acuity in both eyes is generally less than 0.3
In a broad sense, ‘low vision’, when there is difficulty in seeing, including other 
conditions.

Tunnel vision When the periphery of the visual field is missing
Central scotoma A condition in which the centre of the visual field appears to hang over

Photophobia Condition of excessive glare, making it difficult and painful to see

Night blindness Conditions that make it difficult to see in the dark

Color blindness A condition in which the sense of colour perception is not normal.
In Japan, many people cannot distinguish between red and green

Image source/reference: “Current situation of visually impaired people and their 
needs for voice guidance” (Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, 
Japan), table prepared by the author. 
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Various m et hods o f a ssist ing  
b lind  p eop le  in  wa lking
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Mob ilit y s u p p or t  f or  b lin d  p e op le

Support  m ethods

Blind

Mobilit y a ssist ance
Whit e  cane

Guide  dogs

Signa l a id
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A b lin d  p e r s on  wa lkin g  wit h  a  wh it e  ca n e

Support  m ethods

Blind

Mobilit y a ssist ance

Whit e  cane
Guide  dogs

Signa l a id
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Gu id e  d og  a s s is t a n ce  f or  g oin g  ou t

Support  m ethods

Blind

Mobilit y a ssist ance

Whit e  cane

Gu ide  dogs
Signa l a id

Supermarkets and restaurants are 
required to accept accompanying 
‘Guide dogs’.

“ほじょ犬” means ‘Guide dogs’

Source: Let's deepen understanding of ‘Guide dogs for the physically challenged’ | Government Information Online, Japan5

https://www.gov-online.go.jp/useful/article/201002/3.html


Kn ow you r  mob ilit y d e vice  s ig n a ls

Support  m ethods

Blind

Mobilit y a ssist ance

Whit e  cane

Guide  dogs

Signa l a id
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How t o  inst a ll t act ile  p aving  fo r visua lly 
im p a ired  p eop le
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Lin e a r  Block Dot  Block

Sh a p e  a n d  h e ig h t Fou r  Lin e s  a n d  Hig h t 2 5  d ot s  a n d  Hig h t

Color Ye llow in  p r in cip le

S ize ３０㎝Ｘ３０㎝

Ta ct ile  b lock

S h a p e  of  t a c t ile  p a vin g  f or  vis u a lly imp a ir e d  p e op le

More than 30 cm More than 30 cm

M
o
re

 than 3
0
 cm

M
o
re

 than 3
0
 cm

less than 30 mm

← C (height)=5mm → 8



How t o u s e  t a c t ile  p a vin g

Guidance at turning points

•画像を表示する
•共有

Guiding the entrance to 
buildings, etc.
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Pr event  f al l s  f r om t he pl at f or m

①Longitudinal direction

(i) While walking in the 
longitudinal direction near the 
centre of the platform, the person 
fell without realising that he/she 
was approaching the platform side.

(ii) While walking in the longitudinal 
direction along a point block, e.g. to 
avoid congestion, he/she fell 
without realising that he was 
deviating from the point block.

(iii) Falling while walking 
along a point block in the 
longitudinal direction, e.g. 
due to contact with another 
person.

(iv) Falling while attempting to 
walk in the shortitudinal
direction to near the point block 
to board the train

(v) Mistakenly believing 
that the train was stopped 
on the platform, walking in 
the shortitudinal direction 
and falling off

(v) After disembarking from a train, 
while walking on the island 
platform in the shortitudinal
direction, falling without realising
that they were approaching the 
opposite platform end.

②
Shortitudinaldirection

Case i 
(18 cases)

Case ii 
(15 cases)

Case v 
(15 cases)

Train mistakenly 
thought it was stopped

Trains actually 
stopping
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Tr ends  i n t he number  of  f al l s  and col l i s i ons  i nvol vi ng vi sual l y 
i mpai r ed peopl e ( pr ovi s i onal  f i gur es ,  pas t  10 year s )

1 collis ion  a ccid e n t  
ou t  of  5 3  f a lls

Trends in the number of falls and collisions involving visually 
impaired people (provisional figures, past 10 years)

[Financial year]

Number of fender-benders on platforms
Number of contact accidents after falling from the platform
Number of cases of falls from the platform

Fender-benders on platform
s

Contact accidents after falling
Case of falls

11



12



Lay t wo  30cm  b locks a t  t he  t op  and  bo t t om  of t he  
st a irs
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Inner line  t o  p reven t  fa lls 30cm  t wo-p iece  in t e rsect ion  
p o in t  b lock
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厚生労働省発表Q&A､障害等級の認定基準  ｜厚生労働省  - mhl w. go. j p

医学的な定義 教育分野の定義 一福祉分野の定義
定義 「医学的には、盲とは光覚すら

消失してしまった状態を指し、
弱視とは器質的な病変がないか
あったとしてもそれでは説明の
つかない視力低下をともなった
もの（医学的弱視）」として定
義される。

教育上の学習手段を問題にし、医学
的立場と異なる。
学校教育法施行令第22条の2の表に
定められている。

祉の立場では、身体障害者福
祉法に規定されており、身体
障害者のリハビリテーション
の推進という考えから障害を
定義している。

医学的弱視とは、視覚機能の発
達時期に斜視や屈折異常などが
あってものを見ることを妨げら
れた場合に起こる一眼の視力障
害のことである。通常、教育や
福祉の領域で用いられる弱視と
は区別される。医学的弱視に対
して社会的弱視と言われる。

「視力以外の視機能障害が高度のも
の」とは、高度の視野狭窄、高度の
夜盲、全色盲などの障害をいう。
また、「将来点字による教育を必要
とする」とは、進行性疾患のために
将来視力または視力以外の視機能障
害が高度になると認められることを
指す。

障害の定義は、障害の範囲と
障害等級として記述
この定義は、視力と視野につ
いて言及されており、この法
律医的な視覚障害の定義が多
くの施策に反映されている

障害等
級表

１級：両眼が失明したもの
２級：一眼が失明し、他眼の視力が〇・〇二以下になつたもの両眼の視力が〇・〇二以下になつたもの
３級：一眼が失明し、他眼の視力が〇・〇六以下になつたもの
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https://nihonkousei.jp/qa-fukushi/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=3f0c582499e2f3d49201ceb85e47be6ee97bb925860045485eafe59cbef70747JmltdHM9MTc0MDE4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2c4c7c8f-9962-66e1-133a-6f88981867f1&psq=%e5%8e%9a%e7%94%9f%e5%8a%b4%e5%83%8d%e3%81%ae%e8%a6%96%e8%a6%9a%e9%9a%9c%e5%ae%b3%e8%80%85%e3%81%ae%e5%ae%9a%e7%be%a9&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWhsdy5nby5qcC9zdGYvc2Vpc2FrdW5pdHN1aXRlL2J1bnlhL2tveW91X3JvdWRvdS9yb3Vkb3VraWp1bi9yb3VzYWkvc3lvZ2FpLmh0bWw&ntb=1


Yum esh im a island ,
venue  o f Expo  2025 Osaka
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S t a ir s ,  e s ca la t or s  a n d  t a c t ile  p a vin g
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Ar r a n g e me n t  of  t a c t ile  p a vin g  a t  t h e  t op  of  s t a ir s
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Top  of  s t a ir s  a n d  in s t a lla t ion  of  t a c t ile  p a vin g  
a n d  h a n d r a ils
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Gu id in g  t h e  vis u a lly imp a ir e d  a n d  
ot h e r  mob ilit y imp a ir e d
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Ca lm d own  & cool d own



En t r a n ce  t o p u b lic  t oile t s  a t  Yu me s u S t a t ion .
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Green: Accessible

Brown: All genderBlue: MenRed: Women

Dive r s e  t oile t s  f or  d if f e r e n t  t a r g e t  g r ou p s
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Br own : En t r a n ce  of  All g e n d e r  Toile t
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Br own : En t r a n ce  of  All g e n d e r  Toile t
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Toile t  p ic t og r a ms  of  All g e n d e r  Toile t
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Toile t  p ic t og r a ms  of  All g e n d e r  Toile t
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